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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 8/9/06 
has been entered. Currently, claims 1-12 and 35-37 are pending. 



Response to Arguments 



2. Applicant's arguments filed 8/9/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant asserts, on page 6, that the reference of Higashio does not 
disclose retrieval of image data based on the time that is related to the original image 
and does not disclose social events, as "birthday" and "wedding anniversary" are 
personal events. The examiner agrees that Higashio does not disclose retrieval of 
image data based on the time that is related to the original image, as Higashio does not 
specifically disclose the occurrence time of the event as part of the additional although a 
user can add any other additional information to the image data, which may include the 
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occurrence time of the event. Also, "birthday" and "wedding anniversary" can be viewed 
as personal events instead of social events but the claims states "social, current and/or 
passing events", and "birthday" and "wedding anniversary" can definitely fall into the 
passing events category. Thus, it is possible for Higashio to store information such as 
event genre information and occurrence time of the event associated with image data 
(see column 6 lines 13-66). Further Mizoguchi discloses storing image data with 
associated event genre information and occurrence time of the event (see Fig. 6C and 
column 7 lines 10-27 and 56-60). Mizoguchi also discloses retrieving the image data 
based on both the event genre information and the occurrence time of the event (see 
column 8 lines 7-48). Therefore, the combination of Higashio and Mizoguchi disclose all 
the limitations set forth in the claims as currently recited. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-12 and 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Higashio (US 6421062) in view of Mizoguchi (US 5805215). 

Regarding claim 1 , Higashio discloses an image plus event information printing 
system, which comprises: an image data inputting means for inputting a datum of 
original image (see Figs. 1 and 2, column 3 lines 58-65, column 4 lines 32-40, and 
column 5 lines 41-44), an event information database which memorizes the data of 
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social, current and/or passing events information being sorted with two or more items, 
wherein one of the items consists of the genre of the event (see Figs. 4 and 5, column 5 
lines 3-29 and column 6 lines 5-66), an event genre selecting means, wherein a genre 
is selected from genres of event information (see column 6 lines 5-66), an event 
information retrieval means for extracting any event information in the selected genre, 
by retrieving from the sorted data in the event information database with using one or 
more of the items (see Fig. 3, column 4 lines 50-58, and column 5 lines 48-50), an 
image editing means for preparing a datum of an image plus event information, from the 
datum of original image and the extracted event information (see column 6 lines 5-66 
and column 7 lines 22-58), and a printing means for printing the image plus events 
information an accordance with the datum prepared by the image editing means (see 
column 7 lines 53-58). 

Higashio does not disclose expressly wherein one of the items consists of the 
occurrence time of the event and retrieval means for extracting any event information in 
the selected genre within a predetermined range being correlation to the time which is 
related to the original image. 

Mizoguchi discloses wherein one of the items consists of the occurrence time of 
the event (see Figs. 3, 5, 6, and 9, column 7 lines 10-27, column 8 lines 7-48, and 
column 9 line 63-column 10 line 5) and retrieval means for extracting any event 
information in the selected genre within a predetermined range being correlation to the 
time which is related to the original image (see column 8 line 7-48). 
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Regarding claim 7, Higashio discloses a server which delivers a material datum 
for image synthesis to a terminal or server capable of editing the image via line, which 
comprises: an event information database which memorizes the data of social, current 
and/or passing events information being sorted with two or more items, wherein one of 
the items consists of the genre of the event (see Figs. 4 and 5, column 5 lines 3-29 and 
column 6 lines 5-66), an event genre selecting means, wherein a genre is selected from 
genres of event information (see column 6 lines 5-66), an event information retrieval 
means for extracting any event information in the selected genre, by retrieving from the 
sorted data in the event information database with using one or more of the items (see 
Fig. 3, column 4 lines 50-58, and column 5 lines 48-50), and a transmission means for 
transmitting the retrieved data to the terminal or server capable of editing the image 
(see Figs. 1 (8) and 2 (201), column 4 lines 1-20 and 32-40, and column 6 lines 5-7 and 
13-22). 

Higashio does not disclose expressly wherein one of the items consists of the 
occurrence time of the event and retrieval means for extracting any event information in 
the selected genre within a predetermined range being correlation to the time which is 
related to the original image. 

Mizoguchi discloses wherein one of the items consists of the occurrence time of 
the event (see Figs. 3, 5, 6, and 9, column 7 lines 10-27, column 8 lines 7-48, and 
column 9 line 63-column 10 line 5) and retrieval means for extracting any event 
information in the selected genre within a predetermined range being correlation to the 
time which is related to the original image (see column 8 line 7-48). 
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Regarding claim 10, Higashio discloses a server which is connected to a terminal 
via line and transmits to the terminal a datum of image which is synthesized herein, 
which comprises: a receiving means for receiving a datum of original image (see Figs. 1 
and 2, column 3 lines 58-65, column 4 lines 32-40, and column 5 lines 41-44), an event 
information database which memorizes the data of social, current and/or passing events 
information being sorted with two or more items, wherein one of the items consists of 
the genre of the event (see Figs. 4 and 5, column 5 lines 3-29 and column 6 lines 5-66), 
an event genre selecting means, wherein a genre is selected from genres of event 
information (see column 6 lines 5-66), an event information retrieval means for 
extracting any event information, by retrieving from the sorted data in the event 
information database with using one or more of the items (see Fig. 3, column 4 lines 50- 
58, and column 5 lines 48-50), an image editing means for preparing a datum of an 
image plus event information, from the datum of original image and the extracted event 
information (see column 6 lines 5-66 and column 7 lines 22-58). 

Higashio does not disclose expressly wherein one of the items consists of the 
occurrence time of the event and retrieval means for extracting any event information 
within a predetermined range being correlation to the time which is related to the 
original image. 

Mizoguchi discloses wherein one of the items consists of the occurrence time of 
the event (see Figs. 3, 5, 6, and 9, column 7 lines 10-27, column 8 lines 7-48, and 
column 9 line 63-column 10 line 5) and retrieval means for extracting any event 
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information within a predetermined range being correlation to the time which is related 
to the original image (see column 8 line 7-48). 

Higashio & Mizoguchi are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, composition of image data based on particular reference criteria. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the occurrence time and date of an event, that has been 
photographed and processed into image data, as a reference and search tool to aid in 
the combination of image data for output (i.e. printing), as described by Mizoguchi, with 
the system of Higashio. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide improved 
searching ability and an increase in system performance by adding time and date 
information, which is commonly added to a photograph at the time of capture, that can 
be searched and used as a particular criteria for image combination (see column 1 lines 
32-33 and 49-62 of Mizoguchi). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Mizoguchi with Higashio to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 1, 7, and 10. 

Regarding claims 2, 8, and 1 1 , Mizoguchi further discloses wherein the time 
which is related to the original image is the photographed day of the original image (see 
Figs. 5, 6, and 9, column 6 lines 51-65, column 7 lines 10-27, column 8 lines 7-48, and 
column 9 line 63-column 10 line 5). 
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Regarding claim 3, Higashio further discloses an event information selecting 
means wherein one or more events information are selected as user's pleases from the 
retrieved events information when two or more events information are retrieved from the 
sorted data at the event information retrieval means and thereby, the image editing 
means prepares the datum of the image plus event information, from the datum of 
original image and the event information selected by the event information selecting 
means (see Figs. 3-5, column 6 lines 5-7 and 13-22, and column 7 lines 22-58). 

Regarding claim 4, Higashio further discloses wherein the system comprises a 
terminal part and a event information service part which are connected to each other via 
line (Fig. 2 (220)), wherein the terminal part includes the image data inputting means 
(Fig. 2 (8)), the image editing means (Fig. 2 (201) and column 6 lines 13-22) and the 
printing image plus event means (Fig. 2 (7)), and wherein the event information service 
part includes the event information database (Fig. 4 (31) and column 5 lines 3-29) and 
the event information retrieval means (Fig. 5, column 6 lines 5-66, and column 7 lines 
22-58). 

Regarding claim 5, Higashio further discloses wherein the system comprises a 
terminal part and a retrieval and editing part, which are connected to each other via line 
(Fig. 2 (220)), wherein the terminal part includes the image data inputting means (Fig. 2 
(8)) and the printing means (Fig. 2 (7)), and wherein the retrieval and editing part 
includes the current event information database (Fig. 4 (31) and column 5 lines 3-29), 
the current event information retrieval means (Fig. 5, column 6 lines 5-66, and column 7 
lines 22-58), and the image editing means (Fig. 2 (201) and column 6 lines 13-22). 
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Regarding claim 6, Higashio further discloses wherein the system comprises a 
terminal part, an editing part, and an event information service part wherein the terminal 
part and editing part are connected to each other via line (Fig. 2 (220)), and the editing 
part and the event information service part are connected to each other via line (Fig. 2 
(220)) wherein the terminal part includes the image data inputting means (Fig. 2 (8)) 
and the printing means (Fig. 2 (7)) and wherein the editing part includes the image 
editing means (Fig. 2 (201) and column 6 lines 13-22), and wherein the event 
information service part includes the event information database (Fig. 4 (31) and column 
5 lines 3-29) and the event information retrieval means (Fig. 5, column 6 lines 5-66, and 
column 7 lines 22-58), and the image editing means(Fig. 2 (201) and column 6 lines 13- 
22). 

Regarding claims 9 and 12, Higashio further discloses wherein one or more 
events information are selected as user's pleases from the retrieved events information 
when two or more events information are retrieved from the sorted data at the event 
information retrieval means (see Figs. 3-5, column 6 lines 5-7 and 13-22, and column 7 
lines 22-58). 

Regarding claims 35-37, Higashio further discloses wherein the genres of the 
events information comprise entertainments news, sports, science, political economy, 
and non-genre (see column 6 lines 5-66, reference shows genres such as birthday, 
Christmas, or wedding anniversary, which would fall into the non-genre category as 
non-genre is seen to be anything not part of the other listed genres). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached at (571) 272-7406. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Mark R. Milia 
Examiner 



MRM 




TWYLER LAMB 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



